
Publ ic  Meeting #2

January  19,  2021

Plaza & Play

Dorothea Dix  Park



Welcome!





•	Discuss the role of community leadership & participation 

•	Share the design for the project

•	Hear from you! 

Tonight’s Purpose



Part 1: 	 Community Leadership
				    15 minutes

Part 2: 	 Design Update
				    35 minutes

Part 3: 	 Live Q&A
			   	 30 minutes

Tonight’s Schedule



At any time, please submit your comments 
and questions into the comment box.

All received comments will be answered 
after the meeting and posted online.

We Want to Hear from You!

www.publicinput.com/plazaplay
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Dix Edge Study Area

Plaza & Play

https://raleighnc.gov/dix-edge
We heard your concerns, now let’s find some solutions.



The Dog Park
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Why This Matters
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Feedback From Across Raleigh



Interest in native plants 
and natural landscapes

Eager for a new place to come 
together with diverse offerings

Public Ambitions & Concerns

Potential for change in adjacent 
neighborhoods

Multi-modal 
transportation

An oasis in the middle of the city.

More interesting defined spaces 
being established inside the park.

Accessible park for multi-
generational gatherings.

A large, impressive, fountain that 
kids can play in.

A space where all kinds of people 
feel welcome and want to / are 
able to visit.

Most concerned about 
accessibility for all.

I’m concerned about the park 
losing some of its natural, 
untouched areas.

I am most concerned that history of the 
land will be forgotten and hope the park 
will continue to incorporate the legacy 
of the land to provide healing and rest.

While I feel that something for everyone is a noble 
idea and a logical goal, I hope that doesn’t mean 
that we won’t take risks in this next stage.



Wellness & Play
Ensure that spaces at the park support 
physical, social, and mental well-being 

for everyone, with a focus on play. 

PLEASE raise your hand in Zoom if you are part of the Wellness & Play Focus Group

313c

Gardens & Ecology
Celebrate and restore the diversity and range of 
Piedmont landscapes, ecologies, and Triangle-

region garden traditions at the park. 

PLEASE raise your hand in Zoom if you are part of the Gardens & Ecology Focus Group

313c

History & Reflection
Create spaces where education and 

critical conversations about the site’s 
history can occur.

PLEASE raise your hand in Zoom if you are part of the History & Reflection Focus Group

313c

Arts & Culture
Ensure that spaces at the park support 

and host art and cultural events and 
activities that bring a wide range of 

visitors to the park.

PLEASE raise your hand in Zoom if you are part of the Arts & Culture Focus Group

313c

Food & Commerce
Ensure that spaces at the park support Raleigh’s 

food culture, with a focus on hosting shared meals 
at the park for groups and families, drawing new 
connections to the site’s agricultural history, and 

supporting locally owned businesses.

PLEASE raise your hand in Zoom if you are part of the Food & Commerce Focus Group

313c

Community Leadership / Stewardship
Ensure that park spaces are inclusive and 

welcoming to visitors that represent a range of 
backgrounds, geographies, abilities, interests, 
and ages. Ensure that park spaces will be well-

maintained and well-used for years to come. 

PLEASE raise your hand in Zoom if you are part of the Community Leadership/Stewardship Focus Group

313c

Focus Groups 

Key Priorities

The Design

Focus Groups: Shaping the Design



Public  Meeting #1:
Master  Plan Goals

Public  Meeting #3:
Design Update
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Design Development

Schematic  Design

We are here!

Where We Are Today

Public  Meeting #2 : 
Design Update



Design Update!



Master Plan Principles

Build from What is  Here

 Open Up and Connect

Offer  Something for  Everyone



L A K E  W H E E L E R  R D .

L A K E  W H E E L E R  R D .

Master Plan Concept



Schematic Design



Build from What is  Here



The Plaza & Play
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The Grove
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Extension of the Grove
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Picot  Drive in  Front of  Harvey
Picot Drive Today



Picot Drive Today

House of Many Porches

The Grove
Picot Drive

Anderson Benner House



Extending the Grove to Plaza & Play

Anderson

The Grove

Plaza & Play

House of Many Porches



Entry Landscapes



 Open Up and Connect
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How would you like to travel to the Plaza & Play?

WalkBikeDrive Bus

At Public Meeting 1 We Asked:
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Accessibility

House of Many Porches
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Integrating What We Heard

House of Many Porches
Garden
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drive park 

design. 
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Lake Wheeler Road Landscape



Lake Wheeler Road Landscape

N



Civic Landscapes



Offer  Something for  Everyone



At Public Meeting 1 We Asked:

What landscape elements are most important to you?

Grand EntryDeep Sightlines Civic FountainIconic Elements



0’ 25’ 50’ 100’ 150’

N

T h e 
G r o v e

F o u n t a i n
P l a z a

N C
P l a y g r o u n d

N a t u r e 
P l a y

G r a n d 
S t a i r

Waterfall 
Wall

Entry 
Grove

Comfort 
Station

W a t e r  P l a y 
M o u n t a i n

Chiller 
Plant

Harvey

Anderson

Brown

Clark

Broughton

P i c n i c 
G r o v e

D r o p - O f f

D r o p - O f f

P a r k i n g

P i e d m o n t  P r a i r i e

L a k e  W h e e l e r  R o a d

B i g g s  D r i v e

E
n

t
r

y
 

D
r

i
v

e

S
w

i n
g

 T
e

rr
a

c
e

P r a i r i e
P i c n i c  A r e a

South Overlook
Garden

Entry 
Garden

House of Many Porches
Garden

Spring
Garden

Winter
Garden

House of 
Many Porches

Gathering Spaces

Intimate 
performance 

space is 
missing 

Create 
spaces for the 
imagination.

 Invite people 
to have 

their own 
experiences.

Provide 
adequate 

bathrooms.

Play for 
all ages & 
abilities.

Preserve 
those views!

Put a ‘heart’ 
in this park.

Grove View Lawn



Parking Lot Concept



Overlook Terrace
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Grove View Lawn
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What types of play are most important to you?

Nature Play Water PlayImaginative Play Playful Objects

At Public Meeting 1 We Asked:



Design Ambitions | A Welcoming Gateway for Dorothea Dix Park GATHERING PLACE, OK

Inclusive Play For All Ages

Design Ambitions | A Welcoming Gateway for Dorothea Dix Park RICHTER

Inclusive Play For All AbilitiesInclusive Play for All Ages & Abilities
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Lake Wheeler Road Entrance
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Imaginative Play



Imaginative Play



Water Play



Playful Objects



Playful Objects



Nature Play



Caretaker Seating
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OCULUS

Camera degli Sposi, Andrea Mantegna 1474

Comfort Station Concepts

Hobgood Architects
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SCHEME 1_ALL CMU_PAVER FLOOR

MATERIAL TEST
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Hobgood Architects
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VIEW COMPARISONS
SCHEME 1

SCHEME 1

SCHEME 2

SCHEME 2
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SPATIAL COMPARISON
SCHEME 1

SCHEME 1

SCHEME 2

SCHEME 2

Comfort Station Model

Hobgood Architects



Gardens



Offer  Something for  Everyone
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 Incorporate 
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with food.

Experience 
it as more 
than just a 

playground.

Go big on 
picnic areas 
and shade.

I look 
forward to 
a place for 
gardens.



Promenade at Picnic Grove
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Picnic Grove
Adequate Seating

Shaded Pathways Picnic Tables and Umbrellas

Grill Areas
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House of Many Porches

Rear Entrance Historic Porch Restoration

N

JOSEPH K. OPPERMANN – ARCHITECT, P.A.



House of Many Porches

South Side Historic Porch Restoration
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JOSEPH K. OPPERMANN – ARCHITECT, P.A.



House of Many Porches

Front Entrance Historic Porch Restoration

N

JOSEPH K. OPPERMANN – ARCHITECT, P.A.



Physical markers throughout the Plaza & Play could provide links to a website dedicated to sharing 
the stories of people whose lives were shaped by Dix Park. Examples include Stewart Ellison, a Black 

craftsman who was enslaved during his work on the original hospital building and went on to become a 
legislator after Emancipation, and Mildred Simon who grew up in the House of Many Porches. 

Honoring History

House of 
Many Porches

Garden
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Historic markers

For 150 years this land 
was part of the 
Spring Hill Plantation.

Small-scale signage sharing the history of the site

precedent images   
top left: Stolpersteine (“stumbling stones”) 
top right: Berlin Wall 
bottom left: Domino Park 
bottom right: Brooklyn Bridge Park

Elements we like:
• metal inlaid signage 
• discreet signage with messages  

that physically connect and tell the 
story of the site

Dix Park Plaza & Play  
100% SD
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Reflection & Discovery

Historic Markers: Signage sharing the history, stories, and legacy of the site

©2021 OpenDRAFT 1 · 100% Schematic Design

Open | Signage & Wayfinding 

precedent images   
top left: Time Tree, Tokyo, Japan 
bottom left: Chatham, England  
top right + bottom right: Wellington Writers Walk

Elements we like:
• metal inlaid signage 
• large graphic floor moment 

Historic timeline

Medium-scale signage sharing the stories of the site.

Dix Park Plaza & Play  
100% SD
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Open



Permanent or Rotating Art Installations at the House of Many Porches

Local Woodworking Tables 

Local Woodworking Sculptural Elements

Permanent or Rotating Art Installations at the Gardens

Incorporating Art



A Balance of Places to Play & Gather
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Potential Park Services

Opportunity for Expanded Parking

Future Park Loop

Plaza & Play in the Master Plan

House of Many Porches
Garden

House of 
Many Porches

Spring
Garden

Winter
Garden

P
ro

m
e

n
a

d
e

P
r o

m
e

n
a

d
e

Grove View Lawn
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A Park for Raleigh
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Q&A



P l a z a  &  P l ay  We b s i t e  				    w w w. D i x P a rk .o rg /pl a za pl a y
P l a z a  &  P l ay  Fe e d b a ck  H u b 		  w w w.p u bl i c i n p u t .c o m /pl a za pl a y
D i x  E d g e  A r e a  S t u dy  					    w w w.ra l e i g h n c . go v/d i x- ed ge

How to Stay Involved



Follow-Up Survey

www.publicinput.com/plazaplay



Tag @dixpark on Instagram or Facebook and we’ll share the top submissions!

Chalk Challenge!

Post a photo of yourself within a chalk drawing showing what 
you love to do in parks or what you hope to find at Plaza & Play.

Be imaginative!! 



Thank You!




